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For immediate release 
 

Hon’ble Minister Shri. Jitin Prasada releases the  
11th India Infrastructure Report:  Private Sector in Education 

 
February 6 th 2013, New Delhi: IDFC’s annual publication, the India Infrastructure Report 2012: 
Private Sector in Education, was released by Shri .  J i t in Prasada, Union Minister of State, 
Human Resource Development, in New Delhi today. This report is the result of the IDFC 
Foundation’s collaborative approach towards providing a forum for free, frank and open exchange 
of views necessary to arrive at innovative and workable solutions across various infrastructure 
sectors that would find acceptance among various stakeholders. It is the outcome of the efforts of 
academics, researchers and experts, and is widely disseminated. Eleventh in the series, since 
2001, the India Infrastructure Report 2012 continues to be a momentous collaboration aiming to 
provide pragmatic solutions to overcome challenges on various facets around the central theme in 
the infrastructure space. 
 
Education is central to India’s growth and socio-economic development. An educated population 
not only drives economic growth but also has a positive impact on health and nutrition. India’s 
population has a large young age population, which implies a massive addition to working age 
population over the next couple of decades. This on the one hand gives India an enormous 
opportunity to reap the benefits of demographic dividend, but could also result in social disaster 
unless harnessed well. Sadly, the education sector in India today is galore of contradictions. It is a 
matter of grave concern that children are enrolled in schools, but are not learning. Parents are 
increasingly voting with their feet to seek private inputs – school and tuition – for their children. 
Children drop out from secondary school, and those that complete it have poor conceptual 
knowledge. Higher education is over-regulated and under-governed, keeping away serious private 
operators and reputed global institutes. Graduates from high school and college/university are not 
employable and nobody wants to pay for skill development. The India Infrastructure Report 2012 
discusses challenges in the education sector — elementary, secondary, higher, and vocational — 
and explores strategies for constructive change and opportunities for the private sector. The report 
lays down several suggestions for improving the quality of education in an inclusive way, keeping 
the child and the youth at the centre of the process. The Report suggests major reforms in the 
education sector. The education policies and initiatives of government should move from being 
focussed on inputs and standardised norms, to becoming more outcome oriented. Additionally the 
higher education space should be allowed greater autonomy but with accountability. And high 
school and higher education should ensure employability of all graduates.  
 
On the occasion, Dr. Rajiv Lall, Vice Chairman and Managing Director of IDFC said, “Considering 
the role of education in bringing about socio-economic transformation of a country, and given 
IDFC’s focus on nation building, this year for the first time in our India Infrastructure Report (IIR) 
series, we turn to social infrastructure — in particular the educational system. Today, raising the 
quality of education is the biggest challenge in our educational system. This IIR makes a plea for a 
radically different approach, which entails taking on board the lessons from various experiments 
and try to apply them in a systemic way. Also, there is an urgent need for non-traditional 
approaches to regulate these institutions.” 
 
In addition to this, Ritu Anand, Group Head Policy and Chief Economist, said, “The state of 
education in the country is one of policy failure, wrongly-focused regulation and poor governance. 
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The over-riding concern echoed throughout this Report is the abysmally poor quality of learning of 
the vast majority of students reflected at all levels of education. There is thus an urgent need to 
reform the pedagogy and curriculum in schools, teach children according to their learning abilities, 
and need more professionally trained and motivated teachers. The Report also provides 
suggestions on overcoming issues in assessment, creating an enabling environment and 
regulations, and financing issues.” 
 
For further details, please contact: 
 
Mr. Arun Raste  
IDFC Limited           
Tel:  + 91 22 4222 2019         
Email :  arun.raste@idfc.com 
 
About IDFC Foundation 
IDFC Limited was incorporated in 1997 as India’s first specialised infrastructure-financing 
intermediary in order to address the growing requirements of the various infrastructure sectors. 
IDFC’s mandate is to lead private capital flows to commercially viable infrastructure projects. In 
keeping with its mission of ‘being the leading knowledge-driven financial services platform, 
creating enduring value, promoting infrastructure and nation building, in India and beyond’, IDFC 
has carved out its development agenda under the rubric of the IDFC Foundation. IDFC 
Foundation is a wholly-owned subsidiary of IDFC Limited and a not-for-profit company under 
Section 25 of the Companies Act, 1956. IDFC Foundation’s activities, which are aimed at 
strengthening the delivery of public infrastructure services, include policy advocacy and research, 
programme support and advisory services, capacity-building and community engagement 
programmes. 
 
Note to the Editors 
Authors of the IIR 2012 are M.R. Madhavan (PRS Legislative Research), Kaushiki Sanyal (PRS 
Legislative Research), Anit N. Mukherjee (National Institute of Public Finance and Policy), Satadru 
Sikdar (National Institute of Public Finance and Policy), Chanchal Chand Sarkar (Department of 
Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, Government of India), Sonalde Desai (National Council of Applied 
Economic Research), Amit Thorat (National Council of Applied Economic Research), Rukmini 
Banerji (Pratham and ASER Centre), Wilima Wadhwa (ASER Centre and University of California, 
Irvine), Yamini Aiyar (Accountability Initiative, Centre for Policy Research), Parth J. Shah (Centre for 
Civil Society), Luis Miranda (Centre for Civil Society), Geetha B. Nambissan (Zakir Husain Centre 
for Educational Studies, Jawaharal Nehru University),  Annie Koshi (St. Mary’s School), Suzana 
Andrade Brinkmann (UNICEF), Shobhini Mukerji (Jameel Poverty Action Lab South Asia), Michael 
Walton (Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University and Centre for Policy Research), Toby 
Linden (South Asia Education, World Bank), N.V. Varghese (International Institute for Educational 
Planning), Saumen Chattopadhyay (Zakir Husain Centre for Educational Studies, Jawaharal Nehru 
University), Sybil Thomas (Department of Education, University of Mumbai), Emon Nandi (Zakir 
Husain Centre for Educational Studies, Jawaharal Nehru University), Anand Sudarshan (Manipal 
Global Education Services), Sandhya Subramanian (Manipal Global Education Services), 
Amlanjyoti Goswami (Indian Institute for Human Settlements), Dilip Chenoy (National Skill 
Development Corporation), Manish Sabharwal (TeamLease Services), Neeti Sharma (TeamLease 
Services), Poonam Batra (Central Institute of Education, University of Delhi), Manish Upadhyay 
(LIQVID elearning Services), Amitava Maitra (OKS Education) and Megha Maniar (Policy Group, 
IDFC). 


